


CLOSER THAN WE THINK 
YESTERYEAR’S FUTURE

A selection of pages and ideas from the 1950s. Though many de-
rive from the fertile brain of young Brit Professor Brian Thrupiece, 
some are the work of Ms Audrey Badminton-Court who has worked 
closely with the Professor over the last decade or so. Surely no 
young man has advanced the cause of science nor blurred the 
lines between presnent and future as successfully as this young 
guy from the backwoods of Dorsetshire, England.

BRIAN PEMBERTON CHARLEYWOOD THRUPIECE was born on 1st April 1940 and 
educated first at The Grammar School Batcombe (Dorset) and later at Magdalene 
College, Cambridge, from which he graduated in 1961 with a 3rd class degree in 
Biochemistry.  He was encouraged to undertake research under the supervision of Dr 
Kenwood Cheffe, Cambridge’s leading bio-ethics pioneer.  Brian gave an able defence 
of his thesis “Household fluff: a viable dietary staple in times of conflict” (monetarization 
of his findings via The thrupiecediet™ provided the basis of his later wealth) and he was 
awarded the PhD degree in 1964. After Cambridge he taught in various institutions, 
bringing a strong physical presence and an even stronger sense of bemusement to 
generations of students first in the The Technical College of Danang (Demonstrator and 
University Assistant Lecturer 1964-1968); and later at the Polytechnic Institute of Yazd 
(University Lecturer 1968-1984); the University of Cobija (Senior Lecturer 1984-1996) 
and the Institute for Advanced Research Toormakeady (Tuar Mhic Éadaigh) (Ciaran 
Pierre-Wok Professor of Culinary Bioethics 1997-2004).  He was a founder member of 
the Royal Society of Culinary Bio-ethics (RSCBE).
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